ASTRONOMY: E. S. KING liquids the molecules do form into rows. But when external compulsion is applied, as by the application of external pressure, the molecules are no longer able to take their natural arrangement, but are forced into less natural positions, the coherent rows are broken up, the transfer of energy is interfered with, and the thermal conductivity is therefore less than to be expected according to the simple picture. This agrees with the observed fact that the increase of conductivity under pressure is less than that given by the simple formula.
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Further refinement of the picture would obviously demand a detailed knowledge of molecular structure and of the fields of force surrounding the molecules.
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